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We want to make it easier and more pleasant for people to
walk and cycle in the Harlow and Gilston Garden Town. A
large part of this is looking at what infrastructure can be
developed or enhanced, and we want to hear what you think
of the plans so far.

Background
The Government has encouraged local authorities to develop Local Cycling and Walking
Infrastructure Plans (LCWIPs) based on guidance set out by the Department for Transport (DfT).
This helps local authorities plan how infrastructure can be developed in the short, medium and long
term.

What is an LCWIP?
A Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan lays out measures for new walking and cycling
networks, rolled out over the next ten years, making it easier and safer for people to walk or cycle
on our streets.
The LCWIP includes:
•
•
•

A network of preferred cycling and walking routes for development
A prioritised programme of infrastructure improvements for future investment
A report showing all the analysis done to produce the networks and improvements

Why do we need an LCWIP?
•

•
•
•

LCWIPs are designed to create cycling and walking networks which deliver enhancements to
our streets. These enhancements will improve safety and community cohesion as well as
reduce congestion and pollution.
Walking and cycling are both an important means of travel and have associated health
benefits such as improved fitness, mental health and lower risk of obesity and heart disease
The Government has encouraged local authorities to develop LCWIPs with a target for 50%
of all journeys in towns and cities to be walked or cycled by 2030
An LCWIP will greatly help in securing funding to make walking and cycling improvements

What is this consultation looking to do?
We are really keen to hear your views on these proposed networks. We want to know if you think
they are broadly correct. Are there any gaps or routes which you consider should be extended?
At this stage we would like your views on the network of walking and cycling routes, not on specific
infrastructure improvements on these routes – this will come at a later stage when we have secured
funding for a specific route.
This LCWIP consultation should be seen as the first stage of a process to implement an LCWIP.
Indeed, an LCWIP is intended to be a live document that can be reviewed with routes expanded and
added in future versions. They ensure that a long-term approach can be taken to develop local
cycling and walking networks, ideally over the next 10-year period, and form a vital part of the
Government’s strategy to increase the number of trips made on foot or by cycle.

The HGGT Vision
East Herts, Epping Forest and Harlow District Councils are working together with Hertfordshire
and Essex County Councils to ensure plans for the Garden Town support sustainable living and
provide a good quality of life for existing and future residents. A Vision for the Garden Town was
created to inform its growth and management:
“Harlow and Gilston will be a joyful place to live with sociable streets and green spaces; local centres
accessible by walking and cycling; and innovative, affordable public transport. It will set the agenda for
sustainable living. It will be adaptable, healthy, sustainable and innovative.” Garden Town Vision – 2018
The HGGT Transport Strategy was prepared to help deliver the HGGT Vision against the backdrop
of the challenges of future travel demand linked to planned growth. This includes ambitious targets
for 50% of all trips within the whole Garden Town and 60% of trips within the new Garden
Communities to be by active and sustainable travel modes.

Essex’s vision
Essex County Council’s vision is for a transport system that supports sustainable economic growth
as well as delivering the best quality of life for its residents.
Essex is growing and will need to accommodate new homes, the greatest projected increases are in
Colchester, Basildon and Chelmsford. Approximately 180,000 additional homes are estimated to be
needed across Greater Essex in the next 20 years.
Against this background of population increases and the associated need for more housing, it is
essential that this growth is accommodated sustainably. Every effort must be made to ensure that
safe and attractive walking and cycling routes are designed for existing communities as well as for
new ones.

Developing the LCWIPS
Stage 1: Determining the Scope
The focus of the LCWIP is on the existing Harlow town and includes the emerging Garden Town
communities at Gilston, Latton Priory, Water Lane, and East of Harlow. The Garden Town is
experiencing significant growth pressures and therefore prioritising the development of good walking
and cycling networks is an excellent way of ensuring new housing and commercial developments
provide good walking and cycling infrastructure which enables trips into a wider active travel
network.
Stage 2: Gathering Information
Data was gathered which included key destinations including schools and colleges, high streets,
supermarkets, leisure centres, and doctors’ surgeries.
The emphasis was not only on end-to-end journeys, but also on identifying the stages of typical
journeys to enable the shorter legs of multi-stage journeys to be undertaken sustainably. There are
many opportunities to do this through improved walking environments to reach bus or rail
interchanges as well as improving cycle networks to reach destinations within 2-5km.
Stage 3: Network Planning for Cycling
In order to identify cycling routes, origin and destination points and cycle flows were analysed and
converted into a network of cycle routes which showed the highest demand (both existing and
potential). This allowed further consideration to be made to the type of cycle infrastructure which
could be implemented. A number of tools were used including the Propensity to Cycle Tool (PCT)
to help estimate future demand in line with Essex’ ambition to double the levels of cycle trips by
2025.
The LCWIP proposed routes for walking and cycling networks are shown below.

Walking network

•
•
•
•

Town Centre
Templefields
Bush Fair
Staple Tye

These four areas provide a nice balance across Harlow: the town centre being a mixed-use
environment, Templefields being an employment and retail area with links to residential
communities, and Bush Fair/Staple Tye being local centres serving a much more residential
catchment.

Cycling network

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Route 1: Town Centre orbital
Route 2: Gilston (west) – Parndon Mill – Town Centre
Route 3: Gilston (central) – Burnt Mill – Town Centre
Route 4: Town Centre – First Avenue – Churchgate Street – East of Harlow
Route 5: Town Centre – Brays Grove – Potter Street
Route 6: Town Centre – Tye Green – Latton Bush – Latton Priory
Route 7: Town Centre – Passmores – Staple Tye
Route 8: Town Centre – Great Parndon – Water Lane
Route 9: Town Centre – Fourth Avenue ‐ Pinnacles

Stage 5: Prioritisation Process
An initial prioritisation has been undertaken of the walking and cycling routes.
Short term priorities will deliver a level of quality for both networks which will enable more
promotion of walking and cycling as a mode of travel. The selection of routes or corridors for
enhancement in the short term is therefore driven by feasibility both in terms of what can be
achieved around existing programmes and where delivery of improvements is less complex.
Stage 6: Integration
The LCWIPs are designed to be integrated into local planning and transport policies, strategies, and
delivery plans. They are iterative and can be updated to reflect emerging policies and programme
objectives, which will provide a longer-term framework to secure funding, for example, over a 10year period, in three phases, which would be both transformative and efficient as it would allow
economies of scale, better integration and alignment with other programmes, thus maximising the
benefits of investment.

Next Steps
We are really keen to hear your views on the proposed networks as a first step in a series of
consultations. Identifying the routes are a key part of the process to then develop more detailed
proposals which include proposed infrastructure such as better pavements, enhanced crossing
points, and healthier streets.
Please complete the survey here, or if you are an organisation, email your response to
haveyoursay@hggt.co.uk
Once views have been considered, the LCWIPs will be updated, finalised and will then be published.
These plans will guide the decisions on how to implement improvements to our streets to develop
coherent walking and cycling networks over time. As soon as the route networks are finalised, these
will form the basis for bids for funding to implement improvements to our streets

