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/
THIS DEED is madeon  L4-CF -A"o Al 2024

BETWEEN:

East Hertfordshire District Council of Wallfields, Pegs Lane, Hertford SG13 8EQ (“EHDC”)

Epping Forest District Council of Civic Offices, 323 High Street, Epping CM16 4BZ
(“EFDC")

Harlow District Council of Civic Centre, The Water Gardens, College Square, Harlow CM20
1WG (“HDC”)

Essex County Council of County Hall, Market Road, Chelmsford CM1 1QH ("ECC"); and

Hertfordshire County Council of County Hall, Pegs Lane, Hertford SG13 8DQ (“"HCC"),

each a "Partner Authority” and together the “Partner Authorities”.
BACKGROUND

A. The Partner Authorities are local authorities for the purposes of the Local Government
Act 1972 and best value authorities for the purposes of the Local Government Act 1999.

B. Under sections 101(5) and 102(1) of the Local Government Act 1972 and Regulations
10 and 11 of The Local Authorities (Arrangements for the Discharge of Functions)
England Regulations 2012, local authorities may arrange for the discharge of their
functions by a Joint Committee comprising members of their authorities.

C. All of the Partner Authorities have introduced Executive Arrangements under section
9EA of the Lacal Government Act 2000.

D. Each of the Partner Authorities has agreed to establish a Joint Committee for the
purposes of section 101 of the Local Government Act 1972 to be known as the Joint
Committee for the Harlow and Gilston Garden Town (the “Joint Committee”) to co-
ordinate and facilitate the delivery of 16,000 homes in the HGGT by 2033, and 7,000
homes in the years after that along with associated infrastructure.

E. Epping Forest District Council will act as the Accountable Body.

F. The Accountable Body will provide the Services and employ the HGGT Delivery Team
on the terms set out in this Agreement and in accordance with Part VIl of the Local
Government Act 1972.

G. This Agreement sets out the services that the Accountable Body will deliver to the Joint
Committee and the respective roles, responsibilities and behaviours of the Partner
Authorities in respect of associated matters related to the Joint Committee and the
delivery of the Harlow and Gilston Garden Town.

H. The Parties have also agreed the Joint Committee Terms of Reference which is
incorporated into this Agreement.
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1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

1.7

1.8

1.9

2.1

2.2

2.3

AGREED TERMS

In this Agreement, the definitions set out in Schedule 1 (Definitions) shall apply.

Clauses, schedule and paragraph headings shall not affect the interpretation of this
Agreement.

A person includes a natural person, corporate or unincorporated body (whether or not
having separate legal personality).

The schedules form part of this Agreement and shall have effect as if set out in full in
the body of this Agreement and any reference to this Agreement includes the
schedules.

A reference to a company shall include any company, corporation or other body
corporate, wherever and however incorporated or established.

A reference to a statute or a provision of a statute is a reference to it as it is in force for
the time being, taking account of any amendment, extension, or re-enactment and
includes any subordinate legislation for the time being in force made under it.

Words in their singular shall include the plural and vice versa (unless the context
otherwise requires).

A reference to writing or written excludes a reference to electronic communications,
facsimile transmissions or comparable means of communication.

Any obligation in this Agreement on a person not to do something includes an
obligation not to agree or allow that thing to be done.

References to clauses and schedules are to the clauses and schedules of this
Agreement; references to paragraphs are to paragraphs of the relevant schedule.

Where there is any conflict or inconsistency between the provision of the agreement,
such conflict or inconsistency shall be resolved according to the following order of
priority:

1.11.1 the clauses of the Agreement;

1972 Schedule 1 to this Agreement;

1.11.3 the remaining schedules to this Agreement.
Governance

The Partner Authorities agree to adhere to the overarching governance structure set
out in the Joint Committee Terms of Reference.

The Partner Authorities will work together acting in their capacities as Accountable
Body and Partner Authorities.

The Partner Authorities agree that the following principles underpin their collaborative
working: mutual co-operation; accountability; transparency and mutual benefits.
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2.4

2.5

3.1

3.2

The Partner Authorities agree that they will work together with mutual trust, good faith
and in an open, co-operative and collaborative manner and will respond in a timely
manner.

A structure chart depicting the governance arrangements applicable to the Joint
Committee as at the date of this Agreement is included at Schedule 11. The parties
acknowledge that the chart is included for information only. In the event of any conflict
between the chart and any other provision of this Agreement, the other provision shall
prevail.

Roles and Responsibilities of the Accountable Body

The Accountable Body shall operate administrative functions to ensure the partnership
operates legally and has the back office support services required. In this context it is
not a political function. The political leadership comes from the five partners in the joint
committee.

Subject to clause 3.3, in accordance with the terms of this Agreement the Accountable
Body shall:

3.2.1 be the employing authority of the HGGT Director and HGGT Delivery Team
on behalf of the Partner Authorities, who will be employed on the
Accountable Body's terms and conditions of employment and subject to the
employment policies of the Accountable Body;

3.2.2 ensure that line management is provided to the HGGT Director and the
HGGT Delivery Team in consultation with the Joint Committee Chair, where
necessary, in order to ensure that the HGGT Director and Delivery Team
are effectively performing their roles;

3233 establish and maintain a financial system to hold and account for all Project
Funding and Recoverable Cost Funding received and disbursed on behalf
of the Joint Committee;

3.24 receive the Project Funding and Recoverable Cost Funding on behalf of the
Joint Committee and be responsible for its proper administration;

3.2.5 comply with all instructions of the Joint Committee and any sub-committee
except where the instruction is:

(i) inconsistent with the principles of probity or sound financial practice;
(i) in breach of applicable funding terms

(iii) inconsistent with public law principles;

(iv) against the public interest

(v) likely to bring the Accountable Body or the Joint Committee into
disrepute; or

(vi) illegal;
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3.3

3.4

3.5

3.2.6

3.27

3.2.8

3.2.9

3.2.10

3.2.11

3.2.12

3.2.13

3.2.14

3.2.15

3.2.16

ensure, through the S151 Officer, that Project Funding and Recoverable
Cost Funding is used appropriately in accordance with the law, good
financial management and any applicable grant conditions;

ensure the decisions and activities of the Joint Committee conform with
legal requirements;

ensure that the Accountable Body's decisions conform with legal
requirements;

issue offer letters and enter into agreements for Recoverable Cost Funding
with the Partner Authorities as authorised by the Joint Committee;

provide the Services;

provide the necessary data and other information in timely manner to
enable the HGGT Director to monitor the progress of scheme delivery and
spend of Project Funding;

ensure all required information on expenditure, activities, outputs and
outcomes are properly recorded and provided in due time for reporting to
the Joint Committee upon the Joint Committee's request;

only spend the Project Funding and Recoverable Cost Funding on the
Services, the Recoverable Costs, and any other costs or expenditure
agreed by the Joint Committee;

obtain and keep in place sufficient insurance cover in respect of its liabilities
under this Agreement and supply to the Joint Committee, on request,
evidence that insurance cover or self-insuring arrangements are in place;

unless directed otherwise by the Joint Committee, maintain ownership of
the Assets and use them only for the purposes of the Joint Committee and
any sub-committee; and

unless directed otherwise by the Joint Committee, administer the Contracts
and manage them only for the purposes of the Joint Committee.

The Accountable Body shall not have responsibility for the RIF pursuant to this
Agreement. The parties acknowledge that the accountable body for the RIF shall be
decided by the Partner Authorities pursuant to clause 4.6.5.

In addition to acting as Accountable Body, EFDC (or any successor Partner Authority)
shall ensure that where it has a role as recipient of Project Sponsor Funding, there is
a clear separation of such functions from its role as Accountable Body and all decisions
to release Project Funding shall remain subject to the Joint Committee’s approval.

The Accountable Body shall provide the Services or procure that they are provided:

3.5.1

3.5.2

with all reasonable skill, care and attention in accordance with the best
industry practice within the timescales appropriate to the service in
question;

in accordance with the Assurance Framework and the terms of the Joint
Committee Terms of Reference;
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3.6

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4
4.5

4.6

3.5.3 in accordance with relevant accounting standards including but not limited
to guidance from the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy
and GAAP (generally accepted accounting principles);

3.54 in all respects in accordance with the Accountable Body and Joint
Committee’s policies; and

3.556 in accordance with all applicable Law.

In the event that the Accountable Body is unable or unwilling to deliver the Services,
the Accountable Body must provide the other Partner Authorities with at least twelve
(12) months’ notice (or such shorter period as the parties may agree) of its intention to
cease to act as Accountable Body. The Accountable Body reserves the right to
transfer the Accountable Body role and responsibilities under this Agreement to a
different Partner Authority as agreed with the other Partner Authorities by providing the
other Partner Authorities with written notice of such change. The new Accountable
Body shall assume all responsibilities and obligations relating to this Agreement from
the effective date of transfer and the Partner Authorities shall co-operate fully with the
new Accountable Body to ensure a seamless transition. The retiring Accountable Body
shall take all steps necessary to transfer to the new Accountable Body any Assets and
Staff, and to novate any Contracts.

Roles and Responsibilities of the Partner Authorities

Each Partner Authority shall comply with the terms and conditions set out in this
Agreement, including this clause 4, and the Joint Committee Terms of Reference.

The Partner Authorities shall co-operate to achieve the Garden Town Purpose.

The Partner Authorities shall ensure that an executive officer is appointed to and
participates as a member of the Executive Officer Group in accordance with paragraph
7 of the Joint Committee Terms of Reference.

The Partner Authorities shall provide a Lead Officer(s).

The CEOs of the Partner Authorities, or the CEOs nominated deputies, will meet at
least quarterly and in advance of the formal joint committee meetings to consider the
papers and provide strategic advice.

The Partner Authorities shall work to achieve the RIF Purpose, including:

4.6.1 co-operating fo enable HCC to draw down the HIG Funding in accordance
with the terms of the Grant Determination Agreement;

4.6.2 committing to maximising recovery of the HIG Funding for inclusion in the
RIF;

4.6.3 maximising the contributions from the strategic sites to put into the RIF;

4.6.4 using reasonable endeavours to secure additional grant or revenue funding

for the delivery of the STC Network and, where appropriate, to allocate such
funding to the RIF, subject always to any terms and conditions attaching to
such funding;
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4.7

4.8

5.1

5.2

5.3

54

5.b

4.6.5 cooperating to develop, agree, and implement the RIF strategy described
in paragraph 6.4 of the Memorandum of Understanding at which point the
parties agree that the Memorandum of Understanding shall terminate;

4.6.6 paying the Accountable Body the Partner Authority Contribution;

4.6.7 making appropriate in-kind resources available as required and agreed by
the Joint Committee.

The Partner Authorities shall (so far as the law permits) comply with the terms of the
Exit Schedule.

For the avoidance of doubt, nothing in this Agreement shall fetter the statutory rights,
powers, duties and obligations of the Partner Authorities in the exercise of their role as
a local authority.

HGGT Delivery Team

The Accountable Body shall employ the HGGT Delivery Team and the HGGT Director
and they will be subject to the employment policies of the Accountable Body.

The Accountable Body will ensure that line management is provided to the HGGT
Delivery Team and the HGGT Director in consultation with the Chair of the Joint
Committee, where necessary, in order to ensure that the HGGT Delivery Team is
effectively performing its role.

The HGGT Delivery Team shall have its primary place of work at HDC. HDC shall
provide office space, access, and employee welfare facilities to the HGGT Delivery
Team which is sufficient to allow the HGGT Delivery Team to support the delivery of
the Garden Town Purpose and the RIF Purpose.

The role of the HGGT Delivery Team is to:
5.4.1 support the Joint Committee to carry out the programme of coordinating and

enabling work required for the delivery of the Joint Committee’s primary
aims as detailed in paragraph 4.5 of the Joint Committee Terms of

Reference;
54.2 support the allocation of Project Funding;
54.3 manage the expenditure and recovery of Project Funding;

5.4.4 monitor and report on delivery against the HGGT Budget;

545 report to the Joint Committee about issues affecting the development of the
HGGT.

The role of the HGGT Director shall be to:
551 lead the HGGT Partnership and deliver the objectives of the HGGT Joint
Committee including leadership and management of the HGGT Delivery

Team;

5.5.2 be the budget holder of the Recoverable Cost Funding and Project Funding
in accordance with the Accountable Body's constitution and financial

regulations;
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7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

7.5

8.1

5.5:3 prepare and maintain a three (3) year Business Plan to the Joint Committee
(a Proposed Budget) setting out:

(i) the proposed level of Partner Authority Contributions;

(i) the Recoverable Cost Funding required and how the Recoverable
Cost Funding is to be allocated with respect to those three (3)
Financial Years;

(iii) the allocation of Project Funding; and

(iv) The annual programme of enabling work to be carried out by the
HGGT Delivery Team with objective for years 2 & 3.

5.5.4 prepare the Proposed Budget; and

555 chair meetings of the HGGT Delivery Team and the Executive Officer
Group.

Not Used

Charges and Payment

The Partner Authorities agree that the Partner Authority Contribution shall be set at a
level sufficient to cover the Recoverable Costs.

The Charges for the Services provided by the Accountable Body shall be funded by
the Recoverable Cost Funding and shall be calculated in accordance with Schedule 4
(Charges).

Before the start of each Financial Year, the HGGT Director in consultation with the
Partner Authorities will bring a report to the Joint Committee with proposals for the
three (3) year business plan (a “Proposed Budget”) as set out in clause 5.5.3.

Subject to approval by Joint Committee, the Accountable Body shall be entitled as part
of the annual budget setting process by written notice, to vary Charges upwards or
downwards, to reflect any change in its underlying cost base in the provision of the
Services (or changes in the underlying cost base and margin of the Accountable
Body). In making any such changes, Accountable Body shall act reasonably at all
times.

The Accountable Body shall pay any Recoverable Costs from the cost centre held for
such purpose within the Accountable Body’s accounting records.

Change Request

If the outcome of a review pursuant to clause 6 of the Joint Committee Terms of
Reference results in a change to the nature, volume or execution of all or any of the
Services, the Partner Authorities shall submit details of the requested change in writing
to the Accountable Body. Following the submission or receipt of a change request, the
Accountable Body shall, within a reasonable time, provide a written estimate to the
Partner Authorities of:

8.1.1 the time required to implement the change;
8.1.2 any proposed variations to the Charges arising from the requested change;
Epping Forest
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8.2

8.3

9.1

9.2

9.3

10
10.1

10.2

8.1.3 any other impact of the requested change on the Services or the terms of
this Agreement.

The Accountable Body shall consider the request in good faith in accordance with its
responsibilities under clause 3 but the Accountable Body shall (acting reasonably) be
under no obligation to accept any requested change to the Services. The Accountable
Body shall give its formal response within two (2) weeks of receipt of the change
request. If the Partner Authorities cannot agree on the appropriate variation to the fees
within four (4) weeks of agreeing the requested change, the matter shall be referred to
the Chair of the Joint Committee and a nominated officer of the Accountable Body who
shall attempt in good faith to resolve it.

The Accountable Body may, from time to time and without prior notice, change the
Services in order to comply with any applicable regulatory or statutory requirements.
Where practicable, it will give not less than three (3) months’ written notice of any
change (including any required variation to the Charges), but in any event, it will give
notice of any such change within one (1) month of it taking effect.

Confidentiality and Freedom of Information

The Partner Authorities recognise that they are subject to legal duties which may
require the release of information under the FOIA or any other applicable legislation
governing access to information, and that they may be under an obligation to provide
information to third parties on request. Such information may include matters relating
to or arising out of this Agreement.

Each Partner Authority will assist the other to enable it to comply with its obligations
and will ensure that any third parties acting on its behalf will also comply with the
requirements of this clause 9. In the event that any Partner Authority receives a request
for information under the FOIA or any other applicable legislation governing access to
information and subject of such request or otherwise, the relevant Partner Authority will
respond to any such request for assistance at its own cost and promptly, and in any
event within five (5) days.

The Accountable Body, when in receipt of an FOIA addressed to or concerning the
Joint Committee or Accountable Body, will consider the representations made by the
relevant Partner Authorities. The Partner Authorities understand and acknowledge
that, in such a case and as the recipient of the FOIA, the Accountable Body shall have
the final determination of the response and disclosure required and the Partner
Authorities agree to abide by that determination.

Intellectual Property

All Intellectual Property created by the Joint Committee, or by any of the Partner
Authorities for the purposes of the Joint Committee or this Agreement, shall vest in the
Accountable Body on creation. The Accountable Body shall grant to the Partner
Authorities a perpetual, royalty-free, non-exclusive licence to use the Joint Committee
Intellectual Property.

The Accountable Body shall grant, subject to the remainder of this clause 10 and for
so long as the Accountable Body remains the Accountable Body, a non-exclusive
licence to use such Accountable Body Intellectual Property as is necessary to allow
the Joint Committee to enjoy the benefit of the Services provided by the Accountable
Body. The Joint Committee and the Partner Authorities shall at all times maintain
standards of quality equivalent to those used by the Accountable Body in relation to its
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10.3

10.4

11

11.2

11.3

12

12.1

13

13.1

13.2

14

14.1

Intellectual Property and shall comply with such reasonable instructions as may be
notified to it by the Accountable Body in connection with the use of such Intellectual
Property from time to time.

The Partner Authorities acknowledge that where the Accountable Body does not own
the Intellectual Property, use by the Partner Authorities of rights in the Accountable
Body’s Intellectual Property is conditional on the Accountable Body obtaining a written
licence (or sub-licence) from the relevant licensor or licensors on such terms as will
entitle the Accountable Body fo license such rights to the Partner Authorities.

Where the circumstances set out in clause 10.3 arise, the Accountable Body agrees to
use its reasonable endeavours to enable the Partner Authorities to use the Intellectual
Property required to enable them to enjoy the benefit of the Services.

Termination

This Agreement shall terminate on the date that the Joint Committee Terms of
Reference terminate or expire.

This Agreement shall terminate on the date that the Partner Authority that is acting as
Accountable Body ceases to be the Accountable Body pursuant to clause 3.6 for any
reason, unless another Partner Authority is appointed to undertake the responsibilities
of the Accountable Body.

In the event that a Partner Authority leaves the Joint Committee pursuant to paragraph
5.3 of the Joint Committee Terms of Reference, that Partner Authority shall be deemed
also to withdraw simultaneously from this Agreement. In such circumstances the
withdrawing Partner Authority shall (to the extent that the law permits) comply with the
Exit Provisions.

Consequences of Termination

Upon the termination of this Agreement or part thereof for any reason, the provisions
of Schedule 6 (Consequences of Termination) shall apply.

Force Majeure

In the event that any Partner Authority is affected by any circumstances beyond its
reasonable control (“an event of Force Majeure”) the affected Partner Authority shall
promptly notify the other Partner Authorities of the nature and extent of the
circumstances in question.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, no Partner Authority shall be
deemed to be in breach of this Agreement or otherwise liable to the other for any delay
in performance or the non-performance of any of its obligations under this Agreement
to the extent that the delay or non-performance is due to the occurrence of an event of
Force Majeure of which it has notified the other Partner Authorities, and the time for
performance of that obligation shall be extended accordingly.

Entire Agreement, Inter-Authority Agreement Review and Variations

This Agreement (including the documents and Schedules referred to in this
Agreement) represents the entire agreement between the Partner Authorities in
relation to the subject matter hereof and supersedes and replaces all prior agreements,
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14.2

14.3

14.4

15

15.1

16
16.1

16.2

communications, representations, warranties and undertakings between the Parties,
whether oral or written.

The Partner Authorities agree that they shall together review this Agreement from time
to time and shall agree such amendments to this Agreement as are necessary to reflect
any changes in the circumstances of the Partner Authorities or any changes in the
levels of benefit derived from this Agreement by the Partner Authorities. This review
shall take place:

14.2.1 at least every five (b) years;
14.2.2 whenever a Party Authority gives notice of withdrawal under Schedule 5; or
14.2.3 at such times as a Partner Authority may request on reasonable notice.

Subject to clause 14.4, amendments or variations to this Agreement shall only be
effective if, and to the extent that, they are endorsed by the Joint Committee and
approved by all Partner Authorities. Any amendments or variations shall be recorded
in writing and signed by authorised representatives of each Partner Authority.

Variations in respect of Charges, including but not limited to the annual budget setting
process, shall be recorded in writing and signed by authorised representatives of each
Partner Autharity.

Assignment

None of the Accountable Body or the Partner Authorities shall be entitled to assign or
transfer any of its rights or obligations arising under this Agreement without the prior
written consent of all other Partner Authorities.

Notices

A notice given to a party under or in connection with this Agreement shall be in writing
and:

16.1.1 shall be delivered by hand, pre-paid first-class post, recorded delivery or
special delivery in each case sent for the attention of the person, and to the
postal address given in clause 16.2 (or such other address or person as the
relevant party may notify to the other party); or

16.1.2 shall be sent by electronic mail to the email address given in clause 16.2
(or such other address or person as the relevant party may notify to the
other party).

The addresses for service of notices are:

Accountable Body

Address: Civic Offices, High Street, Epping, Essex CM16 4BZ

Email: asmall@eppingforestdc.gov.uk

For the attention of: Andrew Small

ast Epping Forest = b
erts @Disiﬂct Council S ,H_g_[lgﬂ A
by Wortinr g Hertfordshire

waw.eppinglorestde.gov.uk Worling hoerthar for 1 hre



16.3

16.4

17

17.1

Partner Authorities

(1) Address: East Hertfordshire District Council of Wallfields, Pegs Lane, Hertford
SG13 8EQ

Email: sara.saunders@eastherts.gov.uk
For the attention of: Sara Saunders - Head of Planning

(2) Address: Harlow District Council of Civic Centre, The Water Gardens, College
Square, Harlow CM20 1WG

Email: simon.hill@harlow.gov.uk
For the attention of: Simon Hill

(3) Address: Essex County Council of County Hall, Market Road, Chelmsford CM1
1QH

Email: paul.turner@essex.gov.uk
For the attention of: Paul Turner, , Director — Legal and Assurance

(4) Address: Hertfordshire County Council of County Hall, Pegs Lane, Hertford SG13
8DQ

Email: quentin.baker@hertfordshire.gov.uk
For the attention of: Quentin Baker, Monitoring Officer

Delivery of a notice is deemed to have taken place:

16.3.1 if delivered by hand, at the time the notice is left at the address or if sent by
post on the second Business Day after posting, unless such deemed receipt
would occur outside business hours, in which case deemed receipt will
occur at 9.00 am on the next working day;

16.3.2 if sent by electronic mail, at the time actually received provided that any
notice sent by electronic mail outside business hours shall be deemed to

have been given at 9:00 am on the next working day.

For the purposes of this clause 16.3, business hours means 9.00 am to 5.30 pm
Monday to Friday on each day that is not a public holiday.

This clause 16 does not apply to the service of any proceedings or other documents in
any legal action.

Data Protection

The Parties shall comply with their obligations under the Data Protection Legislation
and the Data Sharing Schedule in the performance of their obligations under this
Agreement.
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18

18.1

18.2

18.3

19

19.1

19.2

19.3

Disputes

If a dispute arises out of or in connection with this Agreement or the performance
validity or enforcement of if (a “Dispute”) then the Partner Authorities shall follow the
procedure set out in this clause:

18.1.1 either Partner Authority shall give to the other written notice of the Dispute,
setting out its nature and full particulars (Dispute Notice), together with
relevant supporting documents. On service of the Dispute Notice, the
Heads of Finance of the Partner Authorities shall attempt in good faith to
resolve the Dispute;

18.1.2 if the Heads of Finance of the Partner Authorities are for any reason unable
to resolve the Dispute within fourteen (14) days of service of the Dispute
Notice, the Dispute shall be referred to the Directors of Finance of the
Partner Authorities who shall attempt in good faith to resolve it; and

18.1.3 if the Directors of Finance of the Partner Authorities are for any reason
unable to resolve the Dispute within fourteen (14) days of it being referred
to them, the Dispute shall be referred to the Chief Executives of the Partner
Authorities; and

18.1.4 if the Chief Executives of the Partner Authorities are for any reason unable
to resolve the Dispute within fourteen (14) days of it being referred to them,
the parties will attempt to settle it by mediation in accordance with the CEDR
Model Mediation Procedure. Unless otherwise agreed between the parties,
the mediator shall be nominated by CEDR Solve. To initiate the mediation,
a party must serve notice in writing (ADR notice) to the other party to the
Dispute, requesting a mediation. A copy of the ADR notice should be sent
to CEDR Solve. The mediation will start not later than twenty eight (28) days
after the date of the ADR notice.

The commencement of mediation shall not prevent the parties commencing or
continuing court proceedings in relation to the Dispute under clause 20.2 which shall
apply at all times.

If the Dispute is not resolved within fourteen (14) days after service of the ADR notice,
or either party fails to participate or to continue to participate in the mediation before
the expiration of the said period of fourteen (14) days, or the mediation terminates
before the expiration of the said period of fourteen (14) days, the Dispute shall be finally
resolved by the courts of England and Wales in accordance with clause 20.2.

General

A waiver of any right or remedy by a Partner Authority under this Agreement shall only
be effective if given in writing and shall not be considered to be a waiver of any
subsequent breach of the same or any other provision.

In the event that any provision of this Agreement is held by a competent authority to
be invalid or unenforceable in whole or in part, the validity of the remainder of the
provision in question and the remaining provisions shall not be affected.

Third parties shall not have any rights whatsoever to take any action under or in relation
to this Agreement and, accordingly, all rights that are or may be conferred on such third

Eas Epping Forest - %
erts @ District Council - tl_c_]_ﬂgl% i
it T s e Hertfordshire

www.eppinglorestde.gov.ak Wor Lo boether for Tlortorw



parties pursuant to the Contracts (Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999 are hereby
expressly excluded.

20 Governing law and Jurisdiction

20.1  This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with English law.

20.2 Each party irrevocably agrees to submit to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of
England and Wales over any claim or matter arising under or in connection with this
Agreement (including any non-contractual dispute or claim).

21 Counterparts

211 This Agreement may be executed in any number of counterparts and by the several
parties to it on separate counterparts, each of which when so executed shall constitute
an original of this Agreement, but all counterparts together shall constitute one and the
same instrument.

This agreement has been entered into as a deed on the date stated at the beginning of it.

The common seal of
EAST HERTFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL
Was affixed in the presence of:

g4 |
Authorised signatory—"

15100

The common seal of
EPPING FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL
was affixed in the presence of:

ANP——

Attesting Officer
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The common seal of
HARLOW DISTRICT COUNCIL

was affixed in the presence of:

VAR ALEeaNDe
Duly Authorised Officer

22820

The common seal of
ESSEX COUNTY AUTHORITY
was affixed in the presence of:

o)

Attesting Officer
Date—

: U*‘(’/ L02 &

The common seal of
HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
was affixed in the presence of:

Authorised 'gngte
{

Daniel Stevens

Principal Solicitor

65359 @ Epping Forest
District Council
{_/ wiww.eppinglorestde.gov.uk

Harlow ‘
,.—.__.____Councll Nl
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